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 Recycling nutrients 

 

 Food sources for animals 

 

 Pollinators 



 Furthermore, while insects such as flies and ants thrive on the 

dead, as scavengers they cannot be allowed to become too 

numerous. It becomes the job of predatory insects to keep their 

numbers in check. 



 Detrivores: Scavenger insects that feed on decaying organic 

matter, such as leaf-litter. 

 



 Pollinators 



Purpose 
 

 It was the purpose of this survey to determine a rough idea of 

the types of insects that call the Greenway trail home.  

 

Materials 

 Pitfall traps 

 Sweep Net 
 

 The collecting focused around the footpaths themselves, and 

the growth directly surrounding it.  

Purpose / Materials 
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This graph shows the accumulated total of insects caught over a five-week 

period, with once-weekly inspection of traps and net-sweeps. Sweeps were 

conducted within a twenty-foot radius of each pitfall trap.  

Data 



 In closing, overall diversity, at a casual glance, may seem high. 
However, taking into consideration the sheer number of 
species that make up each order, and those that one would 
expect to find in this region of the country, total biodiversity 
around the footpaths was relatively low in species count. 

 

 The time of year may have a significant part to play as well, as 
diversity and number of individuals was much greater at the 
beginning of the experiment during the warmer weather. Two 
weeks in which inclement weather was experienced also 
yielded far fewer individuals for cataloguing as well, compared 
with dry, sunny days. 

 

 At the moment, the majority of the footpath maintenance is 
limited to regular mowing. It is my belief that it should go no 
further than this. Any extra tampering with the area may very 
well reduce insect life even further, and the total extent to 
which this diversity extends into the Greenway Trail is as yet 
unknown. 

Conclusion 


