


Purpose 

 Over the past few 
months we have been 
observing a pair of Great 
Horned Owl as they went 
through the process of 
reproduction. 



Background Facts 

 They derive their name from 
the plumicorns on their head 
that resemble horns.  

 Breeds late Jan-earl Feb. 

 2-5 eggs (30-37 days to hatch) 

 Breeding cont. until 2 weeks. 

 The young hang around nest 
2.5 months after they have left 
mothers protection. 

Plumicorn 



Facts Cont. 

 Rivals with crows 

 Throughout the video we 
noted numerous mobs of 
crows bothering the 
nested pair. 

 “It frequently raids crow 
roosts, which may be why 
crows will mob this species 
unmercifully when they 
encounter it abroad by 
day.” 



Owl War 

 Strongly territorial, this big and aggressive owl, largest of 
the Northeast's breeding owls (the snowy owl outweighs 
it but does not nest in the Northeast), does not allow 
other owl species in its nesting territory. 

 This may answer the question as to what attacked the barred 
owl we found torn up. 



Nesting 

 The male and the female 
will both incubate the 
eggs, though in our study, 
we rarely saw the male on 
the eggs. Video data also 
tells that the male was 
rarely seen in general until 
after chicks were hatched. 



Experiment Design 

 Cameras where placed at a location where the nest 
and movement of the owls could be observed 

 That data was then analyzed by MCC Field Biology 
students to watch for trends in owl behavior 

 That collected data was compared to the data 
collected from the same pair last year and research 
in scientific literature 



Data 

  2011 2012 Book 

Incubation 1/22 - 3/14 1/28 - 3/10  26 - 35 days 

Hatching 3/15 - 3/24 3/11 - 3/16   

Number of chicks 2 2 2.59 

Fledging 4/13 - 4/23 4/19 - 4/29 45 days after hatching 

Nest Empty 4/23 4/25 4/30 



Conclusion 

 The research showed that the dates from last year 
coincided very closely with the dates from the same 
pair this year 

 The scientific literature varied only slightly possibly 
due to regional differences 

 The research seems to support the theory that this 
pair follows closely to the same patterns of nesting 
behavior year after year 



Dissemination 

 This information can be shared with the community 
in an attempt to understand how leaving these 
habitats untouched helps to further the Great 
Horned Owl population. 

 This could also be studied in order to better 
understand some of the behaviors we witnessed and 
what affect we have on that behavior, positive or 
negative 
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