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 Purposes:

 Exp. #1- To collect data on the comfort level of crows 

as they feed 

 Exp. #2- To see if there is a relationship between 

crow population and human population
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Goals of study cont…

 Hypotheses:

 Exp. #1- Crows feel more comfortable when they are 

feeding in large groups

 Exp. #2- There is a positive correlation between 

human and crow population numbers. As the 

human population rises, the  crow population rises.
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 The American Crow is also known as 

 Crow

 Black Bird

 Common Crow

 It is characterized by

 Intelligence

 Adaptability

 Wide range of habitats
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TYPES OF CROW 
HABITATS

HABITAT  REQUIREMENTS

 Woodlands

 Farmlands

 Orchards

 Residential 

neighborhoods

 Adequate shelter

 Trees 

 Areas that are suitable 

for nesting 
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 There are 31 species of crows worldwide

 The oldest captive species is 59 years old

 Crows have been known to fly 25 miles a day while 

collecting food

 Researchers  have climbed  100 feet to reach  a crow’s nests. 

 It takes 7 days for the West Nile virus to kill an infected 

crow                                                              PR Newswire 2013
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 Birdsongs are music to human ears, but to crows it 

is vital communication

 Disrupting crows messages or sabotaging can 

cause  problems for the birds  

 Crows are known for tricking the competition into 

leaving their territory                               Milius, Web
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FEEDING LOCATION TYPES OF FOOD

 On the ground

 Open location

 Places with easy access

 Garbage dumps

 Picnic area

 Playgrounds

 Peanuts

 Seeds

 Waste (thrown out 
foods)

 Bugs 

 Small animals
 Such as snakes, dead 

squirrels, etc.

http://www.crows.net/fo
od.html
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 Exp. #1- Observed and recorded types of 
activities in motion when the birds  grab, pick, 
probe at their food

 Observed the crows for one minute 

 Recorded the number of times the crows raised 
their head. 

Anderson Park
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 1 crow 24x

 3 crows 8x

 4 crows 6x

 5 crows 4x

 6 crows 4x

 As seen in the data the 
crows look up less 
due to the abundance 
of the group.

 Also we noted after 
lunch time the birds 
stayed in the trees 
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 Exp. #2 consisted of data collected from two 
separate states as well as the U.S as a whole; 
which proved that the correlation was not only 
positive but very strong.

 Crow population was gathered from Christmas 
Bird Count data (Audubon Society).

 Human population was gathered from U.S. 
Census data.
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 For experiment #1, the crows seemed to be 
more comfortable in numbers  

 In experiment #2 we observed that the crow 
population thrived off the human population

 As human population increased so did the crow 
population

 Hypothesis was supported
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 Exp. #1 – Help build a data set to be used by 
future MCC students who would like to 
research bird feeding behavior

 Exp. #2- Help to create a conversation about 
how humans impact certain populations of 
birds, either negatively or positively

 Exp. #2- Help start a conversation about how 
humans impact crows and how this is related 
to trophic cascades
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 If the human population decreases, will the 
crow population decrease as well?

 As the crow population increases, what effect 
does it have on the ecosystem?

 Would the crow population ever become a 
hazard to the human population?

 Could the crow cause a trophic cascade? 

 Is the crow a keystone species?
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