


GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF STUDY 

Studied the nesting patterns of the Great Horned 
Owl. 

 

Kept track of when she left the nest and how long 
she would leave for. 

 

Observed her in her habitat as it was being torn 
down around her. 

 

Watched each week as more and more trees were 
leaving her surroundings. 
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BACKGROUND 

20-25” inches tall, up to  3 1/2 foot wingspan. 

 

Takes over nests of crows, Great Blue Herons and hawks. 

 

Eats mammals, birds (ducks), snakes, insects, etc. 

 

The female incubates for 26-30 days.  

 

A non-migrator. 

 

The Great Horned owl has big, bright, yellow eyes and ear tufts that don’t change the way they hear at all.  

 

The female is slightly larger, and the babies look like little cotton balls. 
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EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN 

* Hypothesis:  A female great horned 

owl has a consistent pattern of 

incubation and  fledging from 

year to year unless there is 

human interference. 

 

We set up cameras next to her tree 

for a week. 

 

We observed her every Thursday. 

 

And we compared flight patterns this 

year to flight patterns last year. 
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RESULTS/DISCUSSION 

2011 2012 2013 Book 

Incubation 1/22-3/14 1/28-3/10 1/31-3/16 26-35 

Hatching 3/15-3/24 3/11-3/16 3/17-3/21 

# of Chicks 2 2 1 2.59 

Fledging 4/13-4/23 4/19-4/29 4/18-5/1 45 days 

after 

hatching 

Nest 

Empty 

4/23 4/25 5/1 4/30 

Looking at the chart, her incubation period has extended over the 

years. This might have something to do with deforestation in her 

terrain and the absence of the male Great Horned Owl. 



CONCLUSION 

* With all of our observations we found 

that due to the unnatural activities in 

the area the Great Horned Owl had an 

extended incubation period. 

* This greatly changed the amount of 

appearances from the male owl 

because of the lack of coverage. 
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DISSEMINATION PLAN 

Who should this information be presented to and why? 

 

This information should be shared with all fellow owl lovers  

And scientists that are interested in the flight patterns of Great Horned Owls. 
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